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Ceramics galleries
Jnvelled at VEA

For the first time in a century the V&A, is redisplaying its ceramics
collection, the greatest and most comprehensive in the world.
Extensve new gallenas will tell the story of world ceramics with 3300
objects on display from the earliest Chinese pottery 1o contemporary
ceramic art.

The central gallery will show masterpieces dating from as far back

as 2500 BC. exploring the inks between the workd's great ceramic
raditions. Highlights will include a dnnking cup from Ancient Greace;
Ming dynasty Chinese porcelain; 14th- century potlery from Spain; a
Chinesa-inspired blue and whité bowl made in 16th- century Turkey;
Meissen figures; Dutch Delttware ordered by Queen Mary for Hampton
Court Palace; colourful, painted Japanese porcetain imported (o
Europe by the Dutch Easl India Company; teabowls rescued from an
18th-century Chinese shipwreck: and a vase painted by Picasso in the
1950=s depicting the artist with his moded.

For the first time, the V&A will create a gallery exploning ceramic
production, wihach will incorporale a workshop area where techniques
will be demonstrated and visitors will be able 1o make, decorate and
firg their own ceramics. There will be a pan-reconstruchion of the studo
of Dame Lucie Fe, one of the greatest potters of the 20th century, with
film footage showing the artist at work.

There will be fve further gallenes. One will be devoted 10
Architectural Ceramics and will contain large scale objects such as a
German 15th-century tiled heating stove and Barogue tile panels from
Fortugal.

There will be two rooms displaying 20th-century colleclions. One
will show Ceramics made in a faclnq.- context and will include objects
by designers such as Susse Cooper and Clance Cliff as well as fine
tableware by Wedgwood. The other 20th-century gallery will show
hand-made, unique works crealed in small studios by artists such
as Bernard Leach and Lucie Rie. There will be a gallery for changing
temporary displays, the first of which will be Objects of Luxury showing
French porcelain from the 18th century with works from Sévres
and olher leading factones of the time. The final gallery will show
contemporary ceramics by artists including Anders Ruhwald and Martin
amith as well as a site specific inslallation by Edmund de Waal enlitled
Signs and Wonders.

Mark Jones, Deector of the V&A, said: “The VEAs ceramics
collection is one of the greatest glones of the Museum. With these
new galleries, it is set 1o become the world's leading resource for
international ceramics.”

The new gallenes have been funded by a lead donation from the
Headley Trust and S Timolhy Sainsbury, together with genenous
support from the Ronald and Rita McAulay Foundation, the DCMS/
Wollson Museums and Gallenes Improvement Fund and olher private
donors. They are located on the top floor of the museum and wall be
designed by Stanton Wiliams. The new designs will reveal a beautiful
domead ceding and restore the onginal parquet floonng of the gallenes.

The second phase of the redisplay (opening in 2010} will house the
study collections, showang around 26,000 further objects and creating
one ol the world's leading resources for scholars and artists,

BHETA confirm move to
Birmingham

The British Home Enhancement Trade Associalion has confimed to

its members plans to relocate their base to offices in Birmingham. The
associations will share headquarters of Ihe British Jewellery, Giftwara and
Finishing Federation (BJGFF).

Andrew Weiss, President of the Association confermed that the BHETA
team had ‘re-evaluated Ihe commercial and financial case for relocating to
Birmingham and agreed the principles with both sactor committeas, as well
as with all parties concerned’.

He went on, ‘It has now become imperative that we relocate our
operations to Bemingham so we can secure the long term fulure for
our staff and benefit from the financial savings that have been identified.
Accordingly | am adwising you thal we will be looking to achieve that
relocation as spon as praclically possible,’

The Association’s recent EGM (o Iry and resoive members feelings about
relocating to the BJGFF's Bemingham headquarters and jomning with them
to form a “Super Federalion’ returned exactly aqual votes for and against,
requiring the BHETA board to review its options.

President Andrew Weiss acknowledged that feedback from members
revealed that they ‘just wanled the Board 10 get on with running the
Associalion’. S0 whilsl agreement for goang ahaad wilh the relocation has
been setlled, the ssue of whether BHETA should become part of a langer
trade association federation will remain under review.

Thoma_s Goode unveils new
collection

Luxury refailer Thomas
Goode has announced

it 15 500N 10 S10Ck
desgns by Jacqueline
Cambata. The umgue
and distinct lableware
designs will be avalable
al the retailers London
store as of October. The
‘Limoges” collechon
combines an unusual
blend of historical images,
vividl Colour, mebculdus
craftismanship and social
enlrepreneurship

The Shangri-La and
Elephant Shantih tableware collections (pictured) feature graceful gazelles
and elephants, fliowers and birds amidst intricate stylized floral borders and
opulent gold cetail,

“These place settings mwite conversation and create an elagant
backdrop for a feast of the senses,” says Jacquelineg Cambata. “Dining in
splendour nourishes the soul as well as the body.”

The designs have a wider significance and purpose, to combat global
poverty and inspire the entrepreneunal spirit in women living in developing
countnies. Eighty percent of the profits of Cambata’s designs are donated
(o micro-koan programmes, whech provide credit 10 women in the
developing world 10 stan businesses 1o Mt them from poverty.

Ms. Cambata grew up in five countries, including India, where she
became lascinated with pictures and stories from the reign of Akbar the
Great, whose empire stretched from Bangladesh to Kashmir, Having fved
where many familes lacked the basic necessities of life, Ms. Cambata
passionately believes thal business can sustainably help 1o eliminate global
poverty.
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Yamazaki Tableware Jacqueline Cambata Designs
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